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Guest for '53 WULYLEV!
By now th e  new s i s  a ro u n d  

th r o u g h o u t  th e  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  
w o r ld  t h a t  th e  1 1 th  W orld  S c i 
en c e  F i c t i o n  C o n v e n tio n  i s  to  
b e  h o n o re d  by W illy  L e y 's  p r e 
se n c e  o v e r  L ab o r Day w eekend  a s  
G u es t o f  H o n o r. T h ere  a r e  v e ry  
few f a n s  who a r e  n o t  a c q u a in te d  
w ith  W i l l y 's  w ork  i n  th e  f i e l d s  
o f  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  (a n d  n o n 
f i c t i o n ) ,  n o t  o n ly  th r o u g h  t h e  
many le a d in g  S -F  m a g a z in e s  i n  
whictfe h e  h a s  p u b l i s h e d ,  b u t  a l 
so  th ro u g h  r e c e n t  f e a t u r e  a r t i 
c l e s  i n  COLLIER'S, an d  i n  h a r d  
c o v e r  b o o k s .  I n d e e d ,  many f a n s  
h av e  m et h im  in  p e r s o n  a t  c o n 
f e r e n c e s  and  c o n v e n t io n s .  Vie 
w ou ld  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r 
t u n i t y  to  p r e s e n t  a few  d e t a i l s  
i n  th e  f a s c i n a t i n g  c a r e e r  o f  
th e  com ing C o n v e n t io n 's  G u est 
o f  H o n o r.

W illy  Ley was b o rn  i n  B e r l i n ,  
a b o u t 190 6 . H is  e a r l y  s t u d i e s  
i n  z o o lo g y  and  p a l e o n to lo g y  
w ere b eg u n  i n  th e  U n i v e r s i t i e s  
o f  B e r l i n  and  K o e n ig s b e rg  i n  
th e  1 9 2 0 ' s ,  an d  h i s  l i t e r a r y  
c a r e e r  b e g a n  w i th  a  l e t t e r  o f  
c o r r e c t i o n  t o  a German n ew sp ap 
e r ,  w h ich  was n o t  o n ly  p r i n t e d ,  
b u t  p a i d  f o r  a s  w e l l j  a t  t h a t  
tim e  h e  w en t t o  w ork  f o r  an  i n 
d u s t r i a l  c o n c e r n ,  an d  s p e n t  h i s  
s p a r e  t im e  w r i t i n g  s e v e r a l  
b o o k s , and  h e l p in g  t o  o r g a n iz e  
th e  German R o ck e t S o c i e t y .  F o r 
some y e a r s  h e  was v i c e - p r e s i 
d e n t  o f  t h a t  g r o u p ,  an d  was i n 
t i m a t e l y  in v o lv e d  w i th  i t s  e x 
p e r im e n ts  w i th  r o c k e t r y .  I t  was 
to w a rd  t h e  en d  o f  h i s  o f f i c e  
t h a t  C ount W erner v o n  B rau n  b e 
came th e  y o u n g e s t  ( f o r  a t im e )  
member o f  th e  S o c i e ty .

W ith th e  a c c e s s io n  o f  H i t l e r  
i n  1 9 3 3 , th e  N a z is  s e i z e d  co n 
t r o l  o f  t t  e German R o ck e t S oc

i e t y .  W il ly ,  who was n o t  i n  
sym pa thy  w i th  t h e  N a z is ,  may 
h av e  s e e n  h a n d w r i t i n g  on  th e  
w a l l ;  a t  any r a t e ,  h e  s u c c e e d e d  
i n  l e a v in g  Germany by  th e  u s e  
o f  a  s m a l l  r u s e ,  an d  e m ig r a te d  
t o  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  i n  193U» 
S t i l l  a  s t u d e n t  an d  s c i e n t i s t ,  
one o f  h i s  f i r s t  a c t s  i n  t h i s  
c o u n t r y  was to  g .  t o  J o n e s  
B each  t o  s e e  a  l i v e  h o r s e s h o e  
c ra b  i n  i t s  n a t i v e  s e t t i n g .

At f i r s t  h e  l i v e d  a  p r e c a r 
io u s  e x i s t e n c e  w r i t i n g ,  l e c t u r 
i n g ,  an d  t r a n s l a t i n g .  G ra d u a l ly  
h e  becam e e s t a b l i s h e d ,  c o n t r i b 
u t i n g  n o t  o n ly  to  ASTOUNDING 
( s e e  th e  M arch , 1937 i s s u e )  and  
o t h e r  SF m a g a z in e s ,  b u t  t o  su c h  
g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  m a g a z in e s  
a s  ESQUIRE, CORONET, NATURAL 
HISTORY, an d  o t h e r s .  What may 
n o t  b e  so  w e l l  known i s  t h a t  b*?
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c o n t r i b u t e d  a  s m a l l  num ber o f  
s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  s t o r i e s  t o  ASF 
and  o t h e r  m a g a z in e s  u n d e r  t h e

le a n  bo o k  w as p u b l i s h e d :  THE 
LUNGFISH AND THE UNICORN,a com
p i l a t i o n  o f  m o n s t e r - l o r e ,  
W i l ly ’ s s e c o n d  l o v e  from  th e  
l e f t  a f t e r  r o c k e t s .  T h is  was 
f o l lo w e d  by  THE DAYS OF CREA
TION (1914.1;, T h ese  w orks w ere  
c l o s e l y  f o l lo w e d  b y  BOMBS AND 
BOMBING (19U1) an d  SHELLS AND 
SHOOTING (1911-2), b o th  p u b l i s h e d  
by  M odern A ge,

D u rin g  th e  w ar W illy  w as u n 
d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  an  o r d 
n a n c e  o f f i c e r ' s  co m m iss io n  i n  
th e  U, S , Army, u n t i l  i t  o c c u r 
r e d  t o  them  t h a t  a s  a n  enemy 
a l i e n  h e  w a s n ' t  e l i g i b l e .  He 
h ad  f i l e d  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
c i t i z e n s h i p  some t im e  b e f o r e ,  
b u t  i t s  g r a n t  was d e la y e d  u n t i l  
a b o u t 19U3« A f t e r  t h e  w ar h e  
r e t u r n e d  to  New Y ork C i ty  and 
f r e e - l a n c i n g .  V ik in g  P r e s s  
b r o u g h t  o u t  e n l a r g e d  v e r s i o n s  
o f  f o rm e r  b o o k s  a s  ROCKETS, 
M ISSILES, AND SPACE TRAVEL, an d  
THE LUNGFISH, THE DODO, AND THE 
UNICORN. H is  m o s t s u c c e s s f u l  
b o o k  h a s  b e e n  h i s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  a r t i s t  C h e s le y  B o n e s t -  
e l l ,  THE CONQUEST OF SPACE, i n  
19b-9, S in c e  t h e n  h e  h a s  a l s o  
p u b l i s h e d  DRAGONS IN  AMBER, and  
i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i th  L .S p ra g u e  
de Camp, LANDS BEYOND. A l l  w ere  
p u b l i s h e d  by V ik in g  e x c e p t  th e  
l a s t ,  w h ich  w as b r o u g h t  o u t  by

R i n e h a r t ,
W i l l y 's  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  

in c lu d e  a  t e c h n i c a l  a d v i s o r s h ip  
on  th e  TV s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  p r o g 
ram  "S p ace  C a d e t"  and  t h e  s c i 
en c e  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  GALAXY SCI
ENCE FICTION, He a l s o  h a s  a  r a 
d io  show , "L o o k in g  i n t o  S p a c e ."  
R e c e n t ly  h e  w as a  c o n t r i b u t o r  
t o  th e  COLLIER'S an d  h a r d 
c o v e r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  ACROSS THE 
SPACE FRONTIER.

On th e  s o c i a l  s i d e ,  W illy  
i s  a  member o f  th e  H ydra  C lu b , 
and  th e  T rap  Door S p id e r s ,  a 
g o u rm e t s o c ie t y .H e  a l s o  b e lo n g s  
to  s e v e r a l  l e a r n e d  and p r o f e s 
s i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s .  In  t h e  e a r l y  
'UOs h e  m et O lg a  F e ldm an ; a f t e r  
a c o u r t s h i p  c o n d u c te d  i n  f o u r

e r s .  O lg a  h a s  i l l u s t r s t e d  s e v e 
r a l  o f  W i l l y 's  b o o k s .

As a  man who h a s  done much 
f o r  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  and  n o n 
f i c t i o n ,  we a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  
w elcom e W il ly  Ley a s  o u r  G u es t 
o f  H onor i n  '$ 3 ,
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CORVERTIOn ROTE
By James A* Williams

From all indications more 
first-time visitors will attend 
the 11th World Science Fiction 
Convention than any previous 
convention. Many letters being 
received state in essense "this 
will be my first SF Con and I'm 
looking forward to it." This 
can, I belelve, be attributed 
to some extent to the overall 
growth of SF. I'm sure also 
that the fine job done in Chi
cago in '52 and its enthusias
tic write-ups contributed no 
little to this new interest. 
Another and very Important fac
tor is the support and help of 
the pro mags and above all the 
fan mag editors and just plain 
fans who write letters plugging 
"Phllly in '53."

Which brings me to a point 
that is not too often made nor 
too well understood. Let me go 
back quite a few years. At its 
inception all fandom, as we 
know it today, was on a Nation
al basis. There were the "In
ternational Scientific Associa
tion," "Scienceers," "The Scie
nce Fiction League," to name 
only the three pioneer groups. 
These functioned for a while, 
though under great handicaps of 
time and space. All "meetings" 
were by courtesy of the Postal 
Service. Members were of all 
ages and personalities; some 
were ambitious and capable and 
others not. There could be no 
real solidarity or united plan
ning, for it was (and is) vir
tually Impossible to carry out 
a club plan when that club is 
widely scattered and can't sit 
down together and really talk 
things over.
Gradually, as these National 

groups began to die on the vine 
individual groups in Los Angel
es, Philadelphia, Queens, New
ark, and elsewhere began to 
hold informal meetings. They 
were kindred spirits and knew 
it through meeting each other. 
Out of these beginnings fan 
clubs came into being, and as 
is the way of nature, began to 
mature and finally evolved into 
the efficient and nationally 
known groups that many now are.
Today the well-organized club 

like the PSFS (I use my own 
club as an example because it's 
the one I know best) combine 
the social features of the Elks 
picnic with the learning of the 
classroom. We have our own re
gular club room, maintain a li
brary of books and magazines, 
hold regular meetings, conduct 
club business, collect dues, 
and hold open floor discussions 
on every conceivable subject 
that could enterest a group of 
approximately forty persons of 
both sexes.

This group includes several 
well-known authors, a physics 
PhD, a graduate chemist, an ad
vertising man, a public school 
teacher, two college instruct
ors in English, a bookseller, 
and two partners of a SF pub
lishing house. I should men
tion also a professional photo
grapher, a master mechanic, a n 
associate editor of a national 
slick magazine, two serious 
artists, and just plain read
ers. We all are bound together 
by our real enjoyment of imag
inative literature.

After our open sessions, our 
featured speaker of the evening 
takes over. At our last Janua
ry meeting a professor, who 
lectures on Semantics at Temple 
University, presented an hour 
short well integrated Introduc
tion to the subject. Often the 
members furnish the talent, and
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we have much to draw upon.
I describe in some detail 

these things because I want to 
point out what seems to me to 
be the real reason for a yearly 
national convention. It Is on 
a larger scale a club meeting. 
A meeting scheduled annually of 
a national organization. It 
holds Its discussions, conducts 
its business, listens to Its 
speakers, and has Its special 
moments. It is no different In 
form, only In size and length 
of meeting, than your own club. 
Moreover, It furnishes the only 
opportunity for the unattached 
fan to enjoy and become a part 
of such proceedings. Other ben
efits are obvious —  such as 
learning to know your fellow 
fans from everywhere, and, of 
course, meeting many of your 
favorite authors, artists, and 
editors.
Capable and earnest young men 

and women created the fanmag 
phenoma. Some of these were ex
cellent and did much for all 
fans; others were crude, bomb
astic, egotistical, or what was 

worse, tried to "preach a gos
pel." There were feuds, petty 
quarrels, violent personality 
clashes; but also there was the 
other side of the picture. Se
rious, Intelligent, and well- 
balanced mags began to find 
themselves solidly established. 
They grew and prospered.

Earlier I spoke of national 
groups which were, In the main, 
unsuccessful. Several pen clubs 
exist and serve a very useful 
purpose —  The Fan-Vets, NFFF, 
Armed Services SF, and for all 
I know, many others. However, 
nothing takes the place of per
sonal meetings and discussion. 
So I say this Is your annual 
meeting. We welcome your help 
and support and thank you for 
the fine cooperation already 
manifested.

But this note is not to sell 
the convention; It Is to thank 
the many outside of our local 
group who by their Interest 
consider this also their con
vention. It most certainly Is! 
It is the 11th Annual Meeting 
of the National Fan Club.

GOOD NEWS
A NEW WIDE-CIRCULATION ADVERTISING MEDIUM

FOR SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY ADVERTISERS

THIS PROGRESS REPORT WILL REACH OVER 2000 READERS AND FANS

ADVERTISING RATES

Full page,.,...........|15
Half page...............i8Quarter page............$5
We will arrange your advert!sing matter in any 
way that you wish. We suggest you write to 
the editor for further information.

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT ISSUE:
May 1, 1953

Neve and advertising of regional conferences, etc. 
accepted at a special rate.



SEND ONE DOLLAR TO THE 
11th World Science Fiction Convention
Box 2019
Philadelphia 3, Pa.
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C Offl m IT TE E
REPORTS

The p u b l i c i t y  co m m itte e  i s  
h ap p y  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i 
a l  s t a g e s  i n  th e  cam p a ig n  to  
make t h e  1 1 th  W orld S c ie n c e  
F i c t i o n  C o n v e n tio n  th e  g r e a t e s t  
an d  b e s t  p u b l i c i z e d  s c i e n c e  
f i c t i o n  h o l id a y  t h a t  h a s  e v e r  
t a k e n  p l a c e ,  i s  w e l l  u n d e r  w ay. 
The f i r s t  jo b  o f  t h e  c o m m itte e , 
t h e s e  d a y s ,  i s  t o  make d ea d  
s u r e  t h a t  e v e ry  S -F  f a n  fro m  
h e r e  t o  P lu to  knows t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  a  c o n v e n t io n  b r e w in g .  The 
w ork  on t h a t  p h a s e  o f  a c t i v i t y  
i s  b e a r in g  f r u i t :  w i tn e s s  th e  
m em bersh ip  l i s t  on  a n  e a r l i e r  
p a g e ,  w i th  m ore com ing i n  e v e ry  
d a y , to  Box 2 0 1 9 , We h av e  many 
i n d i v i d u a l s  and  p u b l i s h e r s  t o  
th a n k  m ore s p e c i f i c a l l y  e l s e 
w h ere  i n  t h i s  P r o g r e s s  R e p o rt 
f o r  t h e i r  s p l e n d id  c o o p e r a t i o n ;  
b u t  we a l s o  h a v e  t o  th a n k  th e  
f a n z in e  e d i t o r s  and th e  p r o l i f 
i c  l e t t e r - w r i t e r s  f o r  t h e i r  
h e l p .  A nyone who m is s e s  th e  
w ord  now i s  b l i n d  an d  d e a f .

The s e c o n d  p h a s e  o f  p u b l i c 
i t y  c a n ’ t  go i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  
u n t i l  t h e  C o n v e n tio n  i s  c l o s e r  
u p o n  u s ;  b u t  t h i s  co m m itte e  i e  
p la n n in g  th e  p u b l i c i t y  o f  th e  
C o n v e n tio n  i t s e l f  on  a l l  p la n e s  
end  i s  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  t im e  to  
r i p e n .  M ore d e t a i l  on  t h i s  i n  
t h e  n e x t  PR.

PROGRAM COMMITTEE
The p ro g ram  c o m m itte e  i s  g o 

in g  t o  b e  a  g r e a t  t e a s e  t h i s  
t im e .  I t  i s  g o in g  t o  h i n t  a b o u t  
a l l  s o r t s  o f  d e l i g h t f u l  i te m s  
t h a t  a r e  g o in g  t o  b e  on t h e  
p ro g ra m , b u t  i n  t h e  b e s t  t r a d i 
t i o n s  o f  h ig h -p o w e re d  p u b l i c i t y  
p u r v e y o r s  i t  i s  g o in g  t o  l e t  
a l l  o f  you  l i e  aw ake i n  a  t o r 
m ent o f  s u s p e n s e  u n t i l  t h e  p s y 

c h o l o g i c a l  moment i s  r i p e  f o r  
r e v e a l i n g  t h e s e  awesome s e c r 
e t s .

The p ro g ram  c o m m ittee  i s  go 
in g  t o  h i n t  a b o u t a  w elcom ing  
a d d r e s s  by a  v e r y  p ro m in e n t 
c i t i z e n  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  whose 
i d e n t i t y  w i l l  b e  a  g r e a t  s u r 
p r i s e  t o  a l l .  The co m m ittee  i s  
s o  In g  t o  h i n t  a b o u t  a  b ra n d  new 
o r i g i n a l  f u l l - l e n s r t h  p la y  o f  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a l i b r e  p r e s e n te d  
b y  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  t r a i n e d  
g r o u p .  I t  i s  g o in g  t o  h i n t  
a b o u t  a  v e ry  u n u s u a l  s c i e n t i f i c  
e x h i b i t  t h a t  w i l l  b e  o f  g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t  t o  e v e ry b o d y .

One t h i n g  we a r e  n o t  g o in g  t o  
h i n t  a b o u t  i s  a  r e t u r n  t o  th e  
p r o c e d u r e  o f  c o n d u c t in g  co n v e n 
t i o n  b u s i n e s s  b e f o r e  t h e  f u l l  
m em bersh ip  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t io n .  
T h e re  w i l l  b e  a  c o m p le te  s e s 
s io n  d e v o te d  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t i n g  
o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  an d  c o n d u c t io n  
o f  f a n  a f f a i r s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  c h o o s in g  o f  t h e  n e x t  co n 
v e n t i o n  s i t e .  T h is  w i l l  e n a b le  
t h e  man i n  t h e  a u d ie n c e  g r e a t e r  
o p p o r tu n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  op
i n i o n s .  T h i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  i s  
one o f  t h e  m a in  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  
c o n v e n t io n .

ART COMMITTEE

The a r t  com m ittee  would l i k e  
any f u t u r e  v o lu n t e e r s  o f  a r t i s 
t i c  i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  t o  p le a s e  
subm it any f u t u r e  a r t  t o  t h i s  
com m ittee  in  b la c k  in k  upon a  
s t i f f  g ra d e  o f  w h ite  p a p e r . I t  
w ould a l s o  b e  a p p r e c ia te d  i f  
t h e  a r t  work b e su ch  t h a t  i t  
w i l l  f i t  w it h in  a  3 in c h  bound
a r y .T h is  w i l l  make r e p r o d u c tio n  
and p a s te u p  much e a s i e r  f o r  th e  
FR e d i t o r s .  A number o f  a r t i s t s  
h a v e  a lr e a d y  s e n t  u s  work w hich  
we hope t o  u s e ;  any m ore w i l l  
b e a p p r e c ia te d .
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G et in to  the swing 

of th ingsI

SUPPORT AND ADVERTISE

11th WORLD SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION

IN YOUR FAN MAGAZINESI 
AT YOUR MEETINGSI 
AMONG YOUR FRIENDSI

Help make '53 the Year to Remember4
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You A re C o r d i a l l y  I n v i t e d

To P a r t i c i p a t e  I n

The Sth Annual

Philadelphia Regional 
Writers Conference

Bellevue* Stratford Hotel
Ju n e  1 7 -1 8 -1 9  1953

W rite  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o :

O lg a  M a c F a rla n d , R e g i s t r a r  
737 S h a ro n  Avenue 
C o l l i n g d a l e ,  P en n a .

Of S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t !

A WORKSHOP ON SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY 

W i l l  Be Led By

L . Sprague de Camp
One o f  o u r  own S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  g ro u p
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members —  cent.
239. James J. Garvin
240. Ralph M. Farley
241. Elva 3. Farley
242. Alan C. Rievman
243. Zoe Ferguson
244. R. Peatrowski
245. Lee Tremper
246. Bill Fisher Jr.
247. Dick Barry III
248. W.O..Rutherford
249. William Munro
250. Henry E. Muldo
251. George W. Price
252. Ted Pederson
253. Donald Sawicki
254. Nelson W. Moll
255. Bartley Stein
256. Tom S. Gardner
257. Julius Schwartz
258. E.J. Mackintosh
259. Harland Johnson
260. Margaret Morris
261. Earl P. Parris
262. S. J. Takacs

263. Marjorie Dlamond288.
264. David Barcroft 289.
265. El. R. Walker 290.
266. Paul Odle 291.
267. Tom Reamy 292.
268. Brian McKinney 293.
269. Louis Cohlend 294.
270. James Mackaill 295.271. George L. Burke 296.
272. Roy Pinkerton 297.273. E. A. Wheatley 298.
274. Peter.Graham 299.300.
275. Anthony Gerrato 301.
276. William Kelthley302. 
277« M. G. Southworth 278. John M. Reiver
279. W. S. Hofford Continued in
280. J. Chancellor
281. Jim Goldfrank The
282. Roy C. Seiler
283. William Poley
284. Gerald Stewart
285. E. E. Bielfeldt

286. Bess Benjamin
287. Donald Cantln

Philip Nichols 
Fred 0. Blacker 
Joe Love 
Paul Powlesland 
Marie Uney 
Bob Keyes 
Rinehart Potts 
Marion M. Mallinger 
Reta Grossman 
Fran Lipton 
Kent Corey 
J. H. Newberry 
Joan Willlama 
Jack Williamson 
Poul Anderson

Next Report

COMINGS AND GOINGS...
As you can see, there have 

been some changes in the comm
ittee members of the convention 
— Alan E. Nourse has taken over 
the editorship of the Progress 
Report in place of Dave Hamm
ond. Alan is also temporary 
head of the publicity committee 
in place of Tom Clareson. Irv 
Heyne has the Interim appoint
ment of Vice-Chairman, also re
placing Tom Clareson. Here are 
the reasons for these changest
Dave Hammond is now serving 

with the Air Force. Being el- 
igable for the draft, Instead 
of waiting, h e enlisted for 
four years. He is now station
ed at Sampson Air Force Base, 
Geneva, New York.
As editors of Progress Report 

Number Two, we hope to continue 
the fine work whlcji was started 
by Dave Hammond. We wlsh our 

ex-secretary of the Philadel
phia Science Fiction Society 
the best of luck In his new 
life in the Air Force.

Tom Clareson, who was an In
structor of English Literature 
at the University of Pennsyl
vania, has acquired a teaching 
Job with the U.S. Government.
He has been sent to Labrador; 
but he Intends to return In
June to continue his duties for
the convention. We also wish
Tom the best of luck In his new 
teaching assignment and eagerly 
await his return, when he hopes 
to get his doctor's degree.

« * « *
CREDITS FOR PROGRESS REPORT #2
Interior artwork: Swanson 
Cover: Hammond
Makeup: Nourse, Jenkins, Kessler, Agnew 

« e « «
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THE PROGRESS REPORTER

With the inimitable HAMMOND 
gone the way of all rugged Am
erican Boys, we are at last 
free to comment all over the 
place without fear of being 
hacked up. We would have it un
derstood that the only things 
this column will have in common 
with the last will be its dis
organization and ramblingness. 
That1s the only way it's fun to 
write a column, anyway.

CONVENTIONally speaking,Phil
adelphia is buzzing sporadical
ly; to think that all these 
nice Phllly people don't know 
what is to be perpetrated upon 
them next Labor Day Weekend! 
That a convention is on the way 
we know full well; every day 
JIM WILLIAMS drifts into the 
Post Office to scoop up the 
convention mail from BOX 2019, 
shuffles through it, and begins 
the split-up; "This one goes to 
Membership, this one to Public
ity, this for Arrangements— -". 
As the mail comes in, the time 
for an Executive Board meeting rolls around, and we get a call 
from Jim exhorting us to kindly 
get downtown early, because 
there's lots to do. So we find 
that no matter how early we 
come, half the PSPS is already 
there, and we haven't scooped 
anyone at all. On the way down 
we meet RUSSELL SWANSON coming 
from his science fiction art 
show at William Blood's Gallery 
on 17th Street. He tells us 
about the brainstorm he's had, 
we approve with glee (more 
on that below)and cast the idea 
in the laps of the Board. MILT 
ROTHMAN will be there when we 
arrive; maybe DAVE KYLE will be 
down from New York; once I 
thought I saw a thin, wraith
like figure resembling GIBSON

skulking near the bookshelves. 
A little later SPRAGUE DE CAMP 
drifts in, lights his pipe, and 
glowers at us as the planned 
business gets underway. JACK 
AGJjJW is beaming with additions 
to membership; BOB MADLE categ
orically diaspproves of all ex
penses, no matter what they 
are; and we, in odd moments 
when things quiet down to fort
issimo, continue to badger 
people for Committee Reports 
for the PROGRESS REPORT. All of 
which gets us down to an amaz
ing personal revelation: that 
working on a convention can be 
f\tD-- no fooling. And we're en
joying it up to the lid.

A word is due about those 
letters that come in. We've 
gotten dozens and dozens, ask
ing about dozens and dozens of 
things. No one person in the 
city has the information to an
swer them all. But some we'll 
try to andwer in this column, 
and others are shunted to the 
committee where they belong. 
Many of the questions refer to 
problems of travel; many are 
worried about living arrangeme
nts and identification. For the 
first, we will publish in a 
later PROGRESSREPORT informa
tion as to train, bus, plane, 
and pogo-stick transportation to and from the large cities. 
We'll give times of departure 
and fares, too. And you'll have 
the REPORT in your hands before 
you board the trains, too. As 
for identifleation and location 
of people, IRV HEYNE, in charge 
of arrangements, is planning to 
organize a CENTRAL INFORMATION 
BOOTH, which willbe open at all 
times when convention doings 
are in progress. There'll be a 
card-file kept of all registra-
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t i o n s ,  so  anybody  who w a n ts  t o  
l o c a t e  som ebody j u s t  h a s  to  
a s k .  We t h i n k  i t ' l l  s o lv e  a  l o t  
o f  p r o b le m s .

W e've a l s o  g o t t e n  many u s e 
f u l  s u g g e s t i o n s ;  f o r  I n s t a n c e ,  
many p l e a s  to  c u t  down th e  t im e  
f o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  a t  th e  o p e n 
in g  s e s s i o n .  The B o a rd  h a s  a g r 
e e d  i t  was a  go o d  i d e a ,  an d  
p la n s  a r e  b e in g  made t o  k ee p  
i n t r o d u c t i o n s  down to  a b o u t f i 
f t e e n  m in u te s .  We c a n  h o p e , a t  
any r a t e .  O th e r  s u g g e s t io n s  a r e  
u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ;  w e ' l l  k ee p  
y o u  p o s t e d .

C r e d i t s :  W e'd l i k e  t o  th a n k  
BIL  HAMLING an d  JUDY MAY f o r  
t h e i r  c o o p e r a t io n  i n  fo rw a r d in g  
u s  t h e  C h icago  m a i l in g  l i s t .  
S ec o n d , we t h i n k  a  b ig  v o te  o f  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  s h o u ld  go t o  t h e  
many PRO MAGAZINES w h ich  h a v e  
g iv e n  th e  C o n v e n tio n  f u l l , h a l f ,  
q u a r t e r ,  o r  e i g h t h  p a g e  a d s ,  
FREE OF CHARGE. T h is  i s  t h e  
k in d  o f  p u b l i c i t y  t h a t  w i l l  
b r i n g  o u r  C o n v e n tio n  t o  e v e r y 
one who m ig h t  be r e m o te ly  i n t e 
r e s t e d  i n  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n ,  As 
o f  t h i s  d a t e  (F e b . 1 3 th ,  1 9 5 3 , 
th e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  w r i t i n g )  t h e s e  
f r e e  ads h a v e  a p p e a re d  i n  DYNA
MIC SCIENCE FICTION, FANTASY 
MAGAZINE, FUTURE SCIENCE F IC 
TION, IMAGINATION, SCIENCE FIC 
TION ADVENTURES, SCIENCE F IC T I
ON QUARTERLY, an d  SPACE SCIENCE 
FICTION, And i n  a d d i t i o n ,  LES
TER DEL REY, BILL HAMLING, an d  
ROG PHILLIPS h a v e  g iv e n  us e d 
i t o r i a l  p lu g s  o f  c o n s id e r a b l e  
m a g n itu d e ,  (The l i s t  above i s  
c o m p ile d  by t h e  PR e d i t o r ,  and 
i s  c o m p le te  a s  o f  t h i s  d a t e ,  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  
m a g az in e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h i s  
f a i r  c i t y ,  an d  h i s  own b a d  e y e 
s i g h t .  ) The g e n e r o s i t y  o f  t h e s e  
m a g a z in e s  i s  p a y in g  d iv id e n d s  
i n  m e m b e rsh ip s ; o u r  d e e p e s t  
th a n k s  to  y o u  a l l )

Some o f  th e  com m ents we t h i n k  
y o u 'd  e n jo y :  ROBERT BLOCH c a l l s  

t h e  C o n v e n tio n  C o m m ittee  "Mas
o c h i s t s  a l l "  ( th o u g h  I  c a n ' t  
Im a g in e  w h y ); GEORGE BURKE sa y s  
" — a lw a y s  i n  t h e  p a s t  e x t e n u a t 
in g  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  h a v e  a r i s e n  
t o  f o u l  up my g e t t i n g  t o  th e  
c o n v e n t io n .  I  w i l l  n o t  l e t  i t  
h a p p e n  t h i s  y e a r ,  I  w o u ld  c a n c 
e l  my own f u n e r a l  to  b e  t h e r e . "  
Now t h e r e ' s  d e v o t io n  f o r  y o u — -

Ah, y e s - - w e  rem em ber w hat i t  
w a s . RUSS SWANSON'S b r i g h t  
i d e a ,  Man, m an. STAMPS,h a  s a y a .  
H a v e n 't  y o u  s e e n  t h e  new M a rs-  
p o s t  s e r i e s ?  Or th e  L u n a -p o s t?  
I f  y o u  h a v e n 't  s e e n  them  y e t ,  
w a i t  u n t i l  y o u  do -----y o u  h a v e n ' t  
s e e n  a n y th in g  l i k e  them )

E nough , en o u g h , I  s a y .  Back 
n e x t  t im e .................. .. .........................a e n

ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
- P r o g ram B o o k le t  4  M em bershi p —

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  a  r e s o l u 
t i o n  p a s s e d  and  a p p ro v e d  by th e  
]O th  W orld S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  Con
v e n t i o n  a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  m e e tin g  
t h e  C o n v e n tio n  C om m ittee w is h e s  
t o  an n o u n c e  t h a t  we w ould  a p p 
r e c i a t e  a l l  t h o u g h t s  and i d e a s ,  
p r o  and  c o n , c o n c e r n in g  t h e  
f o r m a t io n  o f  a  p e rm a n e n t Con
v e n t i o n  C om m ittee  t o  a i d ,  i n  
some e x t e n t ,  t h e  s t a g in g  o f  f u 
t u r e  C o n v e n t io n s .  A l l  i n q u i 
r i e s  and  s u g g e s t io n s  sh o u ld  b e  . 
s e n t  t o  D avid K y le ,  300 W. 6 th  
S t .  New Y ork 2 3 , N .Y .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c h a irm a n , 
t h e  M em bersh ip  C om m ittee  i s  a s  . 
f o l l o w s :  H enry  B u rw e ll  an d  Lee 
H offm an from  t h e  S o u th ; on t h e  
W est C o a s t ,  E . E . E v a n s ; from  
t h e  M id -W est, Doc B a r r e t t ;  from  
C an ad a , Jo h n  M i l l a r d ;  and in  
t h e  E a s t ,  Dave K y le . . .W e  would 
l i k e  t o  th a n k  Jam es M a c k a i l l  
and  D r. O sc a r  C. B ra u n e r  f o r  
t h e i r  d o n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Conven
t i o n .  M ore new s n e x t  t im e .
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